
HMN Nixnotes 
Jesus in Isaiah 1  
 

When we search for Jesus in Isaiah 1, we find Him there.  The cross of Christ 

is in this chapter.  The most obvious place is in the reconciliation passage of  

 
• “’Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord.  ‘Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as 

crimson, they shall be like wool.’” when we see redemption it leads to 

Jesus. - Isaiah 1:18 

 

Application 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus can turn scarlet into snow and crimson into 

wool.  This is the bridge that takes us to the cross.  This is how the message 

of Isaiah 1 is resolved, for Israel and for us.   

 

The majority of the prophecy is about God’s disfavor with Israel because of 

idolatry and neglect of the poor.  Here, in verse 18, God calls His people to 

repentance in order be cleansed.  From here you go straight to the appeal.   



There’s another appearance of Christ and the cross in Isaiah 1, which is less 

obvious.  It’s hidden in the Hebrew. 

 
Isaiah 1:5,6 - “Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted.  From 

the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness—only 

wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed 

with olive oil.” 

 

Commentary 

Here we see a connection made between the pitiful condition of Israel in 

their sin, and the suffering of the Messiah on their behalf.  This passage 

links up with Isaiah 53, which is a Messianic prophecy. 

 
• “But He was smitten for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

infirmities. the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by 

His wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5 NIV). 

 

In the Hebrew, the words for “beaten”, “injured”, and “welts”, used to 

describe Israel’s condition, correspond with the words for “smitten”, 

“infirmities”, and “wounds”, used to describe the suffering of Christ.  



Application  

Jesus takes our beatings, our injuries, and our welts due to sin, and bears 

them in His body, taking our penalty.  This is our hope for deliverance from 

the condemnation we are under because of our sins.  Jesus takes the 

condemnation, and we go free.   

 

Appeal 

From here, you can go straight into an appeal for repentance and surrender 

to Jesus to have your sins washed away, and for Him to be Lord of your life 

 

 


