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Nixnotes 

 
 

Overview – (a) Key text (b) Jesus, Theme of Bible (c) What does it mean to 

preach Christ? (d) Types/symbols (e) Steps to finding Jesus in the text 

 

KEY TEXT 

Luke 24:25-27 NIV – Road to Emmaus story, after the Resurrection 

• “He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 

the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 

things and then enter his glory?’   

• “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them 

what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.” 

• in all the Scriptures 

 

When the Bible says, “Moses and all the prophets”, it’s referring to the Old 

Testament, which was the Bible at the time.   

- the books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy,  

- the prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc. 
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On the Road to Emmaus, Jesus reinterprets the O.T. in the light of the Cross.  

He goes back to the beginning of the Bible and shows the ultimate meaning 

of everything based on Himself.  The whole Bible is about Jesus.   

 

Jesus, The Theme of the Bible 

John 5:39 - “You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in 

them you have eternal life.  These are the very Scriptures that testify about me.” 

 

John 5:46 - “If you really believed Moses, you would believe me, because he 

wrote about me.” 

 

John 8:56 - “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and 

was glad.” 

 
Acts 10:43 - “All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in 

Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 

 

Ellen White Quotes 

Acts of the Apostles, 221,222 

“Peter in preaching Christ had produced his evidence from the Old Testament.  

Stephen had pursued the same course.  And Paul also in his ministry appealed 
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to the Scriptures foretelling the birth, sufferings, death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Christ.   

 

“By the inspired testimony of Moses and the prophets he clearly proved the 

identity of Jesus of Nazareth with the Messiah and showed that from the days 

of Adam it was the voice of Christ which had been speaking through 

patriarchs and prophets.” 

 

Gospel Workers, 156 

“Many ministers have merely sermonized, presenting subjects in an 

argumentative way, and scarcely mentioning the saving power of the 

Redeemer.  Their testimony was destitute of the saving blood of Christ.   

 

“So, it is with Christless sermons.  By them men are not pricked to the heart; 

they are not led to inquire, what must I do to be saved?  Of all professing 

Christians, SDAs should be foremost in uplifting Christ before the world.”   

 
“Christless sermons” produce “Christless Adventists.” 

 

The first obligation of the disciple is to bring people to Jesus, not to the 

church institution.  When we bring people in based on superior knowledge, 
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we get sinners who know more.  Only now they’re worse sinners because you 

made them feel superior.  That’s what “Christless sermons” do. 

 

Gospel Workers, 158 

“Theoretical discourses are essential that people may see the chain of truth, 

link after link, uniting in a perfect whole but no discourse should ever be 

preached without presenting Christ and Him crucified as the foundation of the 

gospel.” 

 

 
What does it mean to preach Christ? 

Does it mean to mention His name at the conclusion of the sermon?  We 

preach Christ when we proclaim some aspect of His story, His mind, His 

prophecies, His attributes: 

 
1. The Story of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3,4) 

§ Birth, Life, Death, Resurrection, Ascension   

 

2. The Mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16 – “we have the mind of Christ”) 

§ The Principles, Values, Worldview, Motives, Goals  

 
3. The Prophecies concerning Christ  
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The prophesies of the Messiah:  

o Genesis 3:16 – “I will put enmity . . .” 

o Numbers 24:17 - “a star out of Jacob, a scepter out of Israel”  

o Psalms 22:1 – “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

o Isaiah 53:5 – “He was wounded for our transgressions . . .” 

o Daniel 9:27 – “He will cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease”  

o Hosea 11:1 – “Out of Egypt I called my Son” 

o Micah 5:2 – Bethlehem, ”One who will rule over Israel” 

 
 
4. The attributes of Christ 

§ faithfulness, goodness, kindness, truthfulness, self-sacrificing love 

 

Note: We will find good attributes in people who do not profess Christ, there 

are kind people who aren’t Christians, but God is still the source of kindness 

(James 1:17).  The attibute is always epitomized in Jesus. 

 

Jesus in Types and Symbols 

• Exodus 20 - The 10 commandments in Christ (Sermon on the Mount) 

• The Ram in the thicket (Gen 22:13/John 1:29)  

• Jacob’s Ladder (Gen 28:10/John 1:51)  

• Red Sea (Ex 14:21/1 Cor. 10:2) 
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• Pillar of Cloud/Fire (Ex 13:21,22 – Num 9:15,16/1 Cor 10:1-4) 

• David killing Goliath to save Israel (1 Samuel 17) (not “I can slay giants”) 

• Esther before the king (Esther 4:16) - “if I perish, I perish” (not “women 
are equal with men”) - Esther is a type of Christ 

 

[Abe’s seed (Gal. 3:16); Circumcision (Jer. 4:4; Rom. 2:28,29; Col. 2:11); Rock in 
wilderness (1 Cor. 10:4); Serpent in the desert (John 3:14); The sanctuary (Ex. 
25:8); Jonah (Matt. 12:40)] 
 
 
The goal of preaching is to reveal Jesus Christ in the text.  The power of the 

Spirit is unleashed when Christ is revealed, “if I be lifted up” (John 12:32; 3:14,15) 

 

How to Find Jesus in the Text 

(1) Begin with a prayerful, Christ-centered bias.  Presuppose Jesus in the text.  

Allow the Bible to reveal itself.  It will always take us to Jesus Christ. 

 
(2) Focus on how the doctrine magnifies Christ as Savior and Lord and the plan 

of salvation.  False doctrine diminishes Christ.  True doctrine magnifies Christ.  

• E.g. – state of the dead related to Christ - if the righteous are already in 
heaven the resurrection has no meaning. 
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(3) Look through the lens of grace, not works.  The remedy to sin is not virtue; 

it is grace.  It is grace that finally drives sin out of the life of the believer. 

 

(4) Look for the spiritual meaning, it is the deepest meaning.  We fix our eyes 

on what is unseen not on what is seen (2 Corinthians 4:18).  

 
E.g., tithing is not about dollars and cents - the widow had 2 mites: the heart 

of the giver is what God values.  “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

 
“Only by spiritual vision can we discern heavenly things.  The spiritual ear 

alone can hear the harmony of heavenly voices.”  - AA 153 

 

(5) Look for the principal behind the command - the commandment reveals 

God’s standard; the principle behind the command reveals Christ.   

• The standard is misinterpreted when it is not interpreted through Jesus 

• Jesus is misrepresented when He is divided from the standard, as if the 

command doesn’t matter as long as you have Jesus.   
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The two go together but Jesus is first; Jesus interprets the meaning of the 

command, not the other way around.  When we fail to interpret the command 

through Christ, we end up: 

• Scurrying around on Friday to take the Lord of the Sabbath down from 

the cross before sunset 

 
The principle in Christ determines the outward behavior.  It goes to the heart. 

 
 
Example: dress reform – 1 Peter 3:3,4 

§ The statute is in how to dress, and it has a meaning that should not be 

ignored – the way we cover our bodies; the way we adorn ourselves - 

expense, etc.   

§ But if it’s only a statute than John the Baptist should be our example, 

not Jesus.  He was a more conservative dresser. (Matt. 3:3 – camel’s hair 

and a leather belt).  Jesus ‘seamless garment was expensive (which is 

why the soldiers at the cross didn’t want to tear it). 

§ The principle behind the reform: “the unfading beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which is so precious to God.” (1 Peter 3:4 NLT) 
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§ The principle behind the reform is epitomized in Jesus Christ.  Jesus is 

the perfect example and the only Source of “the dress reform principle”, 

the inner dress reform, which the Father values.  And Jesus alone 

implants it in the heart through His indwelling of His Spirit.   

§ This should be our focus; the principle behind the regulation, which God 

values and only Jesus imparts. 

 

 


