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Overview 

• Finding Jesus in the text, part 2 

• Humanistic vs. Christ-centered preaching 

• Example of finding Christ in an OT passage 

 

 

Introduction 
 
Preaching Jesus Christ is a critical issue for the church, especially in the Last 

Days.  We want people to join themselves to Jesus, not just to the church.  

There are millions of Adventists who believe the strength of their faith is 

correct doctrine: the Commandments, Sabbath, state of the dead, health 

reform, dress reform, prophecies.  It’s hard to give up because  

1. It makes us feel safe (we have “the truth”)  

2. It makes us feel superior (others don’t have it) 
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But for many SDAs, we have knowledge without Jesus, truth without the 

“Truth” – “salvation based on information.”  Jesus says, “I Am the Way the 

Truth, and the Life.”  The Truth is a Person, not a doctrine 

 

Illustration – The Pharisees are the classic example of believers who had all 

the correct biblical knowledge but did not have the Truth.  Nobody saw that 

they were enemies of God until God came in the flesh, and they hated Him.  

They thought “right information” was the truth.  They didn’t know that Jesus 

of Nazareth is the Truth. 

 

This the danger of “knowledge based” faith and this is the reason we preach 

Jesus in every sermon.  You can know “things”, even “Bible things”, and not 

know Jesus.  Correct doctrine without Jesus at the center won’t stand when 

your life takes a tragic turn you can’t understand or explain.   

- a deadly illness out of nowhere  

- the nonsensical death of a loved one (drunk driver walks away . . .) 

- marriage falls apart 

- friends betray you 

These are the things that happen in this life.  There is no vaccine for sin. 
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When these things happen, knowing the 4th Commandment without knowing 

the Lord of the commandments won’t carry you through.  You will lose your 

faith.  This is why we preach Jesus in every sermon. 

 

OT Example of Preaching Jesus in the Text 

 
1 Samuel 17:41-45 

“Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming 

closer to David.  He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a 

boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him.   

 

“He said to David, ‘Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?’ And the 

Philistine cursed David by his gods.  “Come here,” he said, ‘and I’ll give your 

flesh to the birds and the wild animals!’ 

 

“David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of 

the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.   

 

“’This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and 

cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army 

to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is 
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a God in Israel.  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or 

spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s.’” 

 

Popular Interpretation 

This story is often interpreted in a humanistic way, “me at the center.”  I am 

David in the story, and his victory over the giant represents my victory over 

the “giants” in my life.  I can do it like David did, with God at my side. 

The victory is applied to us and the things we want, not to Jesus and the 

things He wants for us.  Christ is not in the center.  He is on the sideline. 

 

Humanistic Preaching – self at the center instead of Christ at the center 

Definition of Humanism 

“A progressive philosophy of life that, without theism or other supernatural 

beliefs, affirms our ability . . . to lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment that 

aspire to the greater good.” – American Humanist Association1 

 
The American Humanist Association logo: “Good Without a God.”  That’s 

humanism in a nutshell.   

 
 

1 American Humanist Association, https://americanhumanist.org/what-is-humanism/definition-of-humanism/ 
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It isn’t as blatant in popular Christian preaching.  God is not left out 

altogether, He’s just pushed aside.  We are at the center; Jesus is our 

Assistant.  We choose our goals in life; we call on Him to help us make it 

happen.  And usually, the goals are not spiritual - the job I want, the degree, 

my own business, money, my success, my dreams – millionaire by age 30 

 

There is nothing wrong praying for our earthly goals – publish a book, 

recording contract, become a doctor, lawyer, run a company, find a mate.   

• Oswald Chambers: Jesus doesn’t care what good thing we ask Him for.  

He just wants you to come to Him, not another.   

 
THE BIG DIFFERENCE - “Thy will be done.”   

Earthly things are not ours to claim.  We subject all our dreams to God, who 

may give them or not as He sees fit.  We always give Him “the right of refusal” 

– God has the right to say yes or no without explaining Himself to us.  When 

we go to Him with our request it is not so that He can assist us.  It is so that 

He can lead us.  We trust Him. 
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But when it comes to eternal salvation, it is always ours to claim in Christ.  

God will never withhold it from the one who asks in faith.  This is where 

biblical preaching takes us - beyond mere earthly goals to salvation in Christ.  

 

David and Goliath Interpreted Through Christ 

 
We go in looking for Jesus in the text.  And we know He is there. 

Great Controversy Motif  

1 Samuel 17:1-3 - Goliath, the enemy of God’s people 

1 Samuel 17:10,16 - Curses Israel’s God: boasts his gods – no one in Israel’s 

army can stand against him.  It’s a Great Controversy scene. 

 

God’s people are helpless: that’s us – verse 11 

• Impotent before the enemy.  Saul, the leader of God’s people - that’s 

the ministers.  We are caught in the middle of the war we can’t fight. 

 

God sends the Deliverer: that’s Jesus - verse 32 
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• David, as a type of Christ, is sent by his father with provisions.  He 

answers the giant’s curses with his promises of victory. Takes on the 

giant without fear.  Kills the giant and removes his head (Gen 3:16).  

 

Application 

We have found Jesus in the text.  This is a salvation story and David is a type 

of Christ.  He has won the Great Controversy.  He has defeated the enemy.  

Notice his words: 1 Samuel 17:45 ff 

 
• “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come 

against you in the name of the Lord Almighty.” (Not in his own name) 

 

• “This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down 

and cut off your head.” (It is God’s doing} 

 

• “And the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.” (The 

ultimate is always the revelation of God) 

 

• “All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that 

the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s.” (Not with earthly weapons) 
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Appeal – there’s a spiritual battle going on in every soul.  You have been 

losing that battle no matter what you try.  Here’s the answer, let Jesus do it.  

Stand aside, give up control, turn it over to Him 

 

 

 


