
Hear Me Now Ministries 

HMN Nixnotes – “comments on the commentaries” 
Isaiah 1 
 
 

Verse 1: “The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of 

Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah.” 

 

Commentary – The ministry of Isaiah spanned the rules of four kings of 

Judah.  He died in 698 however, before the end of the reign of fourth king, 

Hezekiah.  And since his ministry didn’t begin at the start of the reign of the 

first king, Uzziah (a.k.a. Azariah), which lasted 52 years, we don’t have an 

exact calculation of the length of his ministry.  The scholars say he probably 

served as prophet for 64 years. (ESV Study Bible, 1240; NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study 

Bible, 1104) 

 

Comment – This chapter presents from God of both rebuke and promise, 

discipline and glory.  God rebukes His people for their sins, but because 

they are His, He also promises to redeem and rescue them if they return to 

Him.  And God always keeps His promises. 
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Side note: Isaiah was the father of the man who has the longest name in the 

Bible: Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (Isaiah 8:3) 

Verse 2:  

“Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the Lord has spoken: ‘I reared 

children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.’” 

 

• Notice, the text has a quotation mark for the part of the text 

beginning with “I reared”, meaning the prophet is quoting God on 

this part. 

• Important: as a preacher/teacher, I’m noticing the original context, 

this is between God and Israel.  But I’m also aware of the fact that the 

Holy Spirit preserved this prophecy for us too, or it wouldn’t be in the 

Bible.  So, as I’m listening, I’m thinking about how this message 

applies to the here and now. 

 

Verses 3,4: 
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“’The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s manger, but Israel does 

not know, my people do not understand.’  Woe to the sinful nation, a 

people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given to 

corruption!  They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One 

of Israel and turned their backs on Him.” 

 

• People should be smarter than oxen and donkeys.  Notice how 

personal and relational God’s concern is.  His primary thing here is 

that Israel has spurned Him as their God. 

• Look at the words: forsaken, spurned, turned their backs on.  The evil 

deeds spring from the broken relationship, corruption, evil doing, 

they come because Israel has forsaken God. 

 

Verses 5,6: 

“Why should you be beaten anymore?  Why do you persist in rebellion? 

Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted.  From the sole of 

your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness—only wounds and 

welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with olive oil.” 
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• Also, make this connection, the broken relationship leads to these 

consequences – suggesting that if they would fix the relationship, 

healing would come. 

 
• The wounding is head to toe with no clear spots. 

• NLT – “why do you continue to invite punishment?’  This means they 

are responsible for their own condition.  It also suggests the situation 

can change. 

 
 

Verses 7,8: 

“Your country is desolate, your cities burned with fire; your fields are being 

stripped by foreigners right before you, laid waste as when overthrown by 

strangers.  Daughter Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a 

cucumber field, like a city under siege.” 

 

• These are all consequences of the broken relationship.  Notice how it 

extends to the nation and its security against other nations. 

• NLT – for “daughter of Zion” it has “beautiful Jerusalem.” 

 

Verses 9,10: 
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“Unless the Lord Almighty had left us some survivors, we would have 

become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.  Hear the word of 

the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you 

people of Gomorrah!” 

 

• When the prophet starts to compare God’s people with Sodom and 

Gomorrah, that’s not good. 

• The good part is, the Lord has left some survivors.  Everyone has not 

been wiped out. 

 

Verses 11-15a: 

• “worthless”, “meaningless”, “detestable”, "burden", "weary", “hate – 

with all my being” 

• Worst of all, look at God’s response – not looking, not listening. 

Verses 11-15a: “’The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?’” 

says the Lord.  ‘I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the 

fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs 

and goats. 
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“When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this 

trampling of my courts?  Stop bringing meaningless offerings!  Your 

incense is detestable to me.  New Moons, Sabbaths, and convocations—I 

cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 

 

“Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my 

being. 

They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  When you 

spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you 

offer many prayers, I am not listening.’” 

 

 

Commentary – On why God rejected Israel’s lavish worship:  

• “They used it as a pious evasion of the self-denying demands of 

helping the weak. (ESV Study Bible, 1241)  

 

• There was a sharp contrast between what they did in worship and 

what they were like in daily life. (Interpreter’s Bible, 5:171) 

 

 

 

Comment  
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Notice in verse 11, “says the Lord.”  The prophet is quoting God.  Look at 

how relational worship is for God.  Sometimes we get caught up in the 

elements of worship and how well we perform them – singing, offering, 

raising hands, saying amen.  God is not interested in performance. 

 
The idea of using worship to evade the call to ministry is worth exploring 

for any church.  While we may separate the two in our minds, clearly, God 

does not.  In fact, He measures the worth of our worship by the sincerity of 

our mission, particularly, our mission to “the least of these.” (Matthew 25:40) 

 

15b-17: 

“Your hands are full of blood!  Wash and make yourselves clean.  Take your 

evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong.  Learn to do right; seek 

justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead 

the case of the widow.” 

 

• Notice what God is not saying to Israel.  He doesn’t recommend 

changes in how they observe Passover, or what instruments they use 
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in worship, or the priests change the color of their robes, etc. Those 

are “works righteousness” solutions. 

• God’s remedy to Israel’s spiritual sickness and desolation of their land 

is right relationship, not ritual.  It’s about how they treat each other, 

especially the most vulnerable.  And look at how God describes their 

poor treatment of others, “your hands are full of blood!” 

• Righteousness for God is not dress reform, health reform, or following 

rules.  We don’t need Christ for these.  It’s about how we treat people 

(see Micah 6:8) 

 
 
Verses 18-20: 

“’Come now, let us settle the matter’, [reason together] says the Lord.  

‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though 

they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and 

obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; but if you resist and 

rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.’ For the mouth of the Lord has 

spoken.” 
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• I’ve often heard this passage used to say God is a rational God and 

wants to engage us intellectually.  Just because the word reason is 

there doesn’t mean it’s talking about rationality.  Following the Lord is 

always the rational decision.  But that’s not what the text is saying 

here. 

• The emphasis here is on relationship, and the NIV gives a better sense 

of the meaning in that regard – “let us settle the matter.”  In other 

words, agree with me and obey, and I will reverse your circumstances. 

 

Verses 21-24: 

 
“See how the faithful city has become a prostitute!  She once was full of 

justice; righteousness used to dwell in her—but now murderers! Your silver 

has become dross, your choice wine is diluted with water. 

 

“Your rulers are rebels, partners with thieves, they all love bribes and chase 

after gifts. They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; the widow’s case 

does not come before them. 

 

“Therefore, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 

‘Ah! I will vent my wrath on my foes and avenge myself on my enemies.’” 
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• Notice how God equates His people with His enemies, because they 

have acted just like the enemies.  

• Notice the difference in the next passage 

 

Verses 24- 27: “I will turn my hand against you; I will thoroughly purge away 

your dross and remove all your impurities.  I will restore your leaders as in 

days of old, your rulers as at the beginning.  Afterward you will be called 

the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.”  Zion will be delivered with 

justice, her penitent ones with righteousness.” [emphasis mine] 

 

Commentary – “The prophet rebukes the people of God to give them a 

chance to place themselves under the judgment of God’s Word.  Isaiah 

includes promises of grace beyond the remedial judgments.” (ESV Study Bible, 

1240) 

 

Comment – Notice that the commentator labels this judgment “remedial”, 

that is, a remedy.  The judgment of God “purges the dross”, a process that 

purifies.  This is what differentiates God’s judgment of His own people from 

His judgments against the enemies of His people.  The first is remedial, the 
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second is punitive.  But it only works as a remedy for God’s people if they 

willingly, “place themselves under” His judgment.  

 

In comparing a relevant New Testament text, Hebrews 12:7-11 (especially 

verse 11), I equate, “those who have been trained by it”, with “place 

themselves under judgment.”  Both indicate a submission to God, even 

when His actions go against us because of our sin.  God’s people, therefore, 

do not spurn His justice, in this way they are “delivered with justice.” 

 

Verses 28-31 

“But rebels and sinners will both be broken, and those who forsake the Lord 

will perish. You will be ashamed because of the sacred oaks in which you 

have delighted; you will be disgraced because of the gardens that you have 

chosen. 

 

“You will be like an oak with fading leaves, like a garden without water.  The 

mighty man will become tinder and his work a spark; both will burn 

together, with no one to quench the fire.” 
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The passage ends on a note of warning.  We know from the earlier verses 

that calamity and judgment are the last things God wants for His people.  

He calls them to repentance with great pathos.  He promises forgiveness 

and restoration as a response to  repentance.  But if they refuse to return to 

Him, this will be their fate.  The same is true for us.  We can be redeemed if 

we repent.  We cannot if we don’t. 


