
Hear Me Now Ministries Nixnotes 
From December 4, 2021 
Comments on the commentary 
 

 

Part 2 – “Listening to text through other believers” 

1. JOHN 3:16 – “God so loved the world” (the whole world) 

• The ancient Rabbis set limits on who had access to God, “Abraham’s seed.”  

They excluded – Gentiles, Samaritans, tax collectors, lepers, prostitutes, the 

unclean, the disabled, and more 

 
• God excludes no one.  His only limit is humanity itself.  His love includes any 

and everyone, “whosoever will”, “whoever believes”, “the whole world”  

Quotes: 

“The most fundamental and profound affirmation that can be made about God is, 

‘God is love.’” (Paul K. Jewett)   

 
‘The mainspring of God’s Being is love.”1 

 
 

 
1 William Barclay, Commentary on the Gospel of John, volume 1, page 137 



Illustration – On the last day of Passover in the crowded streets of Jerusalem, with 

people gathered from all over the world, Jesus suddenly stands up and cries out: 

“Anyone who is thirsty may come to me!  Anyone who believes in me may come 

and drink!” (John 7:37,38).  His invitation always was and always will be to everyone  

 

Applications  

(a) invite hearers to believe that God loves them and to put their faith in Jesus. 

(b) challenge believers to explore their own biases and fears, their closed minds 

and all of the boundaries to love that are within them, and to open their hearts to 

all people the way God does. 

 
• Note: It is the preacher’s challenge to apply the Word in a way that will lead 

to self-examination with the hope that many will repent and turn to Jesus 

 

2. JOHN 3:18 – “whoever believes is not condemned but whoever does not 

believe on the Son is condemned already.” 

 
• Verse 18 shifts the focus from what God has done, love us all, to what we 

are called to do, believe in His Son.  It also brings in the issue of 

condemnation as directly tied to our relationship with Jesus.   

 



Commentary – “stands condemned”, is not a reference to moments of unbelief or 

doubt, which all believers may go through from time to time.  It refers to a 

“continuing, settled, attitude” toward Jesus (NIV Study Bible p. 1598) - those who 

understand the sacrifice of heaven and yet refuse to believe on the Son.  

 

Quote - “[Jesus] will not turn you off and forsake you unless you willfully, 

determinedly forsake Him to serve the world and Satan”2  

 

Important note - Jesus did not come to condemn us, but that doesn’t mean there 

is no condemnation.  We do not live in a world without consequences.  The one 

who does not believe, “stands condemned already”, that is, remains under the 

condemnation into which we are born as beings who are sinful at birth (Psalm 

51:5).  Jesus doesn’t bring condemnation.  Condemnation is already here because 

of sin.  Jesus came to take it away and He is the only One who can do so. 

 
 
Companion text - John 6:28,29: 

• “Then they asked Him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ 

Jesus answered, ‘the work of God is this: to believe in the One He has 

sent.’” 

 
2 Ellen G. White, In Heavenly Places, 119 



The people were looking for something they could do themselves in order to gain 

salvation.  Jesus was teaching that salvation cannot be gained, only received by 

believing on Him. 

 

Application - Our idea of the work God requires is concerned with deeds – keeping 

the Sabbath, doing evangelism, dressing, and eating a certain way.  God’s idea is 

faith in His Son, Jesus.  Belief in Jesus is the pivotal truth of salvation.  It brings a 

total transformation from the inside-out, not just a change in outward behavior.  

Christ is at the Center.  Everything depends on how we relate to Him.   

 

Illustration 

There’s an old saying in our church that you can look at a stranger on the street 

and tell if they’re Adventist.  It’s a reference to dress and it was usually focused on 

women.  If she is dressed “modestly” with no makeup, no jewelry, and her skirt 

below her knees, she must be a Seventh-day Adventist.   

 

This idea creates a culture of superficial religion.  It implies that to be an Adventist 

only requires an outward change in appearance.  There is no need to love Jesus 

and live for Him, no need to love others or exemplify the fruit of the Spirit in one’s 



life.  Character doesn’t count, only image.  A great amount of damage is done in 

the heart of the believer and within the body of Christ by this kind of thinking. 

 

 
3. JOHN 3:35,36 – “The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in His 

hands.  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son 

will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.” 

 
• Verses 35,36 summarize the entire message of John chapter 3.  God loves 

the world, but the center of the Father’s love is Jesus.  Everything centers in 

Jesus, God’s only unique Son.   

 
• Verse 36 is the only appearance of the word wrath in the entire Gospel of 

John.  God’s wrath is reserved for those who with full knowledge, willfully 

reject His Son.  God has no alternate plan for those who reject His Son.  

There is Jesus, and then, there is no one else. 

 
Companion Text - Matthew 11:27 

• “All things have been entrusted to Me by My Father. No one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those 

to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” 

 

 



Application 

We are not to let anything compete with this truth or overshadow it in any way.  

Jesus Christ, the Son of God is Everything.  The church is not at the center.  The 

world and its accomplishments are not at the center.  Most important of all, I am 

not at the center.  Jesus is at the center. 

• “Our professions are worthless unless we abide in Christ.” (SDA Bible 

Commentary, 1144:6) 

 

Final Appeal 

"Surrender does not mean merely deliverance from sin . . . Salvation which comes 

from God means being completely delivered from myself.”3  

 

 

 
3 Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, March 13 


